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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: SERVER, USER TERMINAL, INFORMATION 
PROVIDING SERVICE SYSTEM AND INFORMATION PROVIDING SERVICE 
METHOD FOR PROVIDING INFORMATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH A 
GEOGRAPHICAL MAPPING APPLICATION. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Referring only to claim 1 as exemplary of all the claims, the limitation "the three- 
dimensional space" in lines 9 to 10 lacks sufficient antecedent basis. Second, it is 
unclear whether "said display object attribute information" (lines 17-18) is transmitted 
from said user terminal in a mapping request (apparent from lines 15-16) OR whether it 
is retrieved as bubble data by the retrieving unit (apparent from lines 12-14), because to 
do both does not make sense and would raise issues under the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112. This entire limitation is wordy and indefinite. Finally, it is unclear whether 
the limitation "said attribute information" in line 23 refers to the attribute information from 
line 7 or the display object attribute information from lines 14 and 18, or whether all 
three refer to the same thing. Thus, this limitation lacks sufficient antecedent basis and 
renders the claim even further indefinite. 

In the interest of compact prosecution, the examiner interprets the claims to the 
best of his ability as provided below. Applicants 1 representative is requested to analyze 
all 46 claims in light of the example analysis of claim 1 above in order to place the 
claims in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 23 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,336,073 to lhara et al. 

Referring to claim 1 , lhara discloses a server in a system providing information to 
a user terminal being able to display a map as claimed. See Figures 1-16 and the 
corresponding portions of lhara's specification for this disclosure. In particular, lhara 
teaches "a server [310-370] in a system [Fig. 1] providing information to a user terminal 
[100] being able to display a map comprising: 

a database [See column 16, line 50 - column 17, line 43] for holding a specific 
information document having index information [phone number, address, name, 
coordinates, etc.] composed of a plurality of elements out of information documents 
having attribute information [See Fig. 7] representing attributes of service information 
[POI information (See Fig. 7d)] to be provided as bubble data in which spatial range 
information [POS] in a three-dimensional space [See column 8, lines 16-18] is 
associated with retrieval information for obtaining said service information; 

a retrieving unit [350-370] for retrieving specific bubble data [Detailed POI 
information] including coordinate information [POS] and display object attribute 
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information [See Figs. 7, 12 & 13] in said bubble data on the basis of a mapping request 
[Step S302, S505 or S509], transmitted from said user terminal [100], having said 
coordinate information [POS] on an object [POI] displayed on said map and said display 
object attribute information representing attributes of service information to be provided 
by said object; and 

a notifying unit [340] for notifying said user terminal of a mapping response [See 
Figs. 13-14] having said spatial range information, said attribute information and said 
retrieval information included in said specific bubble data" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 2, lhara discloses the server as claimed. See Figures 13-14 
and the corresponding portions of lhara's specification for this disclosure. In particular, 
lhara teaches the server according to claim 1, as above, "wherein said notifying unit 
notifies of said mapping response having spatial range information including a similar 
bubble diameter [dispsize] having a diameter according to a scale of a map displayed 
on said user terminal and address information [See column 17, line 31 - column 18, line 
45]" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 3, lhara discloses the server as claimed. See Figure 7 and the 
corresponding portion of lhara's specification for this disclosure, lhara teaches the 
server according to claim 1 , as above, "wherein said database correlates said bubble 
data [See Fig. 7d] with a unique number [POI-ID] by which contents of service 
information [POI information] of said bubble data can be identified, and holds said 
bubble data and said unique number" as claimed. 
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Referring to claim 23 t lhara discloses the user terminal in a system providing 
information to said user terminal being able to display a map as claimed. See Figures 
1-2 and the corresponding portions of lhara's specification, as well as the discussions 
regarding claims 1 -3 above for the details of this disclosure, lhara teaches "a user 
terminal [100]... comprising: 

a map information outputting unit [107]...; 

a display unit [108]...; 

a transmitting unit [109]...; 

a receiving unit [106]...; 

a mapping unit [104]...; and 

a mapping data holding unit [103].,." as claimed. 

Referring to claim 32, lhara discloses the information providing service method in 
a system providing information to a user terminal being able to display a map as 
claimed. See Figures 1-17 and the corresponding portions of lhara's specification, as 
well as the discussions regarding claims 1 and 23 above for the details of this 
disclosure, lhara teaches "an information providing service method [See Figs. 3- 
6]... comprising the steps of: 

a selecting step [S201, S301 or S505]...; 

a user terminal transmitting step [See transmitting unit in claim 23]...; 

a server transmitting step [See retrieving unit and notifying unit in claim 1]...; and 

a mapping step [See mapping unit in claim 23]..." as claimed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 4-22, 24-31 and 33-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over lhara in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,487,495 to Gale et al. 

Referring to claim 4, lhara discloses the server in a system providing information 
to a user terminal being able to display a map as claimed. See the discussion regarding 
claim 1 above for the details of this disclosure. Ihara's spatial range information 
explicitly includes latitude and longitude, as shown in Fig. 7c and discussed throughout 
the specification, lhara also teaches that a third dimension is optionally included with 
the spatial range information as shown by reference element 370. However, lhara is 
silent on the measure of the third dimension. Thus, lhara does not explicitly teach that 
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the spatial range information includes altitude (as claimed), but does explicitly teach that 
a third dimension is used. 

Gale discloses a system and method very similar to that of lhara, in which 
latitude and longitude are used as anchor coordinates, with an optional use of altitude 
as a third dimension in order to provide the ability to specify elevation or a relative 
altitude (e.g. number of levels above or below street level) of a desired object. See 
column 5, lines 43-64 and column 9, lines 44-59 of Gale's specification for the details of 
this disclosure. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement Gale's use of altitude as the optional third coordinate 
in lhara's system because this would enable the user to specify elevation (or number of 
levels above/below street level) of the desired object. One would have been motivated 
to modify lhara as such because of lhara's silence on the measure of the optional third 
dimension as discussed above. 

Referring to claim 5, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussion regarding claim 2 in light of the 
basis for claim 4 above. 

Referring to claim 6, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figure 1 and the corresponding portion of 
lhara's specification for this disclosure, lhara's (as modified by Gale) retrieving unit 
retrieves said specific bubble data [Detailed POI information] in another database [350] 
connected to a network [400] on the basts of said mapping request as claimed. 
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Referring to claim 7, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figure 1 and the corresponding portion of 
lhara's specification for this disclosure. lhara's (as modified by Gale) server further 
comprises a Web information outputting unit [200] for holding user [subscriber] 
information [See column 7, lines 47-67] and an address generating unit [310 / 320] for 
generating an address [URL] at which said user information held in said Web 
information outputting unit is held as claimed. 

Referring to claim 8, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figures 7d, 12 & 13 and the corresponding 
portions of lhara's specification for this disclosure, lhara's (as modified by Gale) 
database holds an animation element [image, audio, video, etc.] to be displayed on said 
user terminal [See Fig. 13] in document type definition [See Figures 7 & 12] information 
as claimed. 

Referring to claims 9-1 1 , the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figures 7 & 12 and the corresponding portions 
of lhara's specification for this disclosure, lhara's (as modified by Gale) database holds 
an application program element [Conversion Program (See Fig. 12)] and a 
communication partner information element [See Figs. 7d & 12b], and classifies 
document type definition information [See Fig. 7] as claimed. 

Referring to claim 12, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 ? 
discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussion regarding claim 3 in light of the 
basis for claim 4 above. 
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Referring to claim 13, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 12 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figures 6 & 13-17 and the corresponding 
portions of lhara's specification for this disclosure. lhara's (as modified by Gale) 
database "holds monitoring bubble data [Present POS Location] for detecting a moving 
object [vehicle, mobile phone, pda, etc.] and a bubble diameter [dispsize] of said 
monitoring bubble data based on position information on said moving object, and 
records a moving object element by which said moving object can be specified in a file 
held in said database [See Figs. 13-17]" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 14, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figure 14 and the corresponding portion of 
lhara's specification, and the discussion of claim 2 above, in light of the basis for claim 
4. 

Referring to claim 15, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See Figure 1 and the corresponding portion of 
lhara's specification for this disclosure, lhara's database holds at least either one of 
history information of address information caused by an access of said user terminal 
and identifier information [PPP address] by which said user terminal can be identified in 
a file as claimed. 

Referring to claims 16-17, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 
4 discloses the invention as claimed. See Figures 7 & 12 and the corresponding 
portions of lhara's specification for this disclosure, lhara's (as modified by Gale) 
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database holds data relating to a counter [<service> information] and data relating to an 
accessible time [<worktime> information] in a file as claimed. 

Referring to claim 18, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussion regarding claim 9 above for the 
details of this disclosure. 

Referring to claim 1 9, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
above discloses the invention as claimed. See Figures 7 & 12 and the corresponding 
portions of lhara's specification for this disclosure. Ihara's (as modified by Gale) 
database handles address information [See Fig. 7d & 12] based on said spatial range 
information [POS] as an electronic mail address [<address> information], and holds said 
spatial range information correspondingly to said electronic mail address as claimed. 

Claim 20 is rejected on the same basis as claim 4. See the discussions 
regarding claims 1 and 4 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claims 21-22 are rejected on the same basis as claims 5 & 12 respectively, in 
light of the basis for claim 20. See the discussions regarding claims 1-5 and 12 above 
for the details of this disclosure. 

Referring to claim 24, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 4 
above discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussions regarding claims 4 and 
23 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claim 25 is rejected on the same basis as claim 24. See the discussions 
regarding claims 1, 4 and 23 above for the details of this disclosure. 
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Claim 26 is rejected on the same basis as claim 5, in light of the basis for claim 
25. See the discussions regarding claims 1-5 and 23 above for the details of this 
disclosure. 

Referring to claims 27-28, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 
25 above discloses the invention as claimed. See Figure 2 and the corresponding 
portion of lhara's specification for this disclosure. Ihara's (as modified by Gale) user 
terminal [100] further comprises a detecting unit [102] for detecting position 
information... wherein said detecting unit comprises... a satellite information receiving 
unit being able to receive satellite information through the use of a global positioning 
system... as claimed. 

Claim 29 is rejected on the same basis as claim 19, in light of the basis for claim 
25. See the discussions regarding claims 1-4, 19 and 23 above for the details of this 
disclosure. 

Referring to claims 30-31 , the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 
4 above discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussions regarding claims 4 
and 24 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Referring to claims 33-34, the system of lhara in view of Gale as applied to claim 
4 above discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussions regarding claims 4 
and 32 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claim 35 is rejected on the same basis as claim 5, in light of the basis for claim 
33. See the discussions regarding claims 1-5 and 33 above for the details of this 
disclosure. 
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Claim 36 is rejected on the same basis as claims 16-17, in light of the basis for 
claim 35. See the discussions regarding claims 1-5, 16-17 and 33-35 above for the 
details of this disclosure. 

Claim 37 is rejected on the same basis as claim 9, in light of the basis for claim 
33. See the discussions regarding claims 1-4, 9 and 33 above for the details of this 
disclosure. 

Claims 38-39 are rejected on the same basis as claims 16-17, in light of the basis 
for claim 33. See the discussions regarding claims 1-4, 16-17 and 33 above for the 
details of this disclosure. 

Referring to claim 40, the system and method of lhara in view of Gale as applied 
to claim 33 above discloses the invention as claimed. Neither lhara nor Gale explicitly 
states that retrieval is performed on the basis of the number of accesses that the server 
can receive concurrently as claimed. However, the examiner takes Official notice that it 
was common knowledge in the art at the time of applicants 1 invention to perform 
accesses to a server (such as lhara's) based on the number of accesses the server 
could receive concurrently. In other words, if a server was concurrently handling the 
maximum number of concurrent accesses when another process desired access to the 
server, the new process would have to wait for a concurrent process to finish in order to 
gain access to the server. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made that lhara's server performed retrieval on 
the basis of the number of accesses that said server could receive concurrently, 
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because of the desire to keep from overloading the server with more accesses than it 
could handle concurrently. 

Claims 41-42 are rejected on the same basis as claims 10 and .13, in light of the 
basis for claim 33. See the discussions regarding claims 1-4, 10, 13 and 33 above for 
the details of this disclosure. 

Claim 43 is rejected on the same basis as claim 33. See the discussions 
regarding claims 32 and 33 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Referring to claims 44-46, the system and method of lhara in view of Gale as 
applied to claim 4 above discloses the invention as claimed. See the discussions 
regarding claims 4-19 and 33-42 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,487,305 to Kambe et al. and U.S. Patent No. 6,263,343 to 
Hirono are both considered particularly pertinent to applicants' claimed invention. 

The remaining prior art of record is considered pertinent to applicants' disclosure 
and/or portions of applicants' claimed invention. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Goddard whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7821 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 AM - 5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 703-308-1436. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



bdg 



'SAFET METJAHIC 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




